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. AUTHENTIC PAPERS, 

RELATING TO THE EXPEDIENCY OF IMPORTIHG 

Sailed Beef, Pork, Butter, and Fi/h, into the 
ISLAND OF JAMAICA, 

Either freely by Neutral and other States in amity with 

Great Britain, or exclusively from the Britiih 

dominions, in Britiih veflels, and by 

BRITISH SUBJECTS. 



No. I. 

Refolution of the Council of Jamaica, advifing 
his Honor the Lieutenant Governor, to inter- 
dicl the importation of prov'tfions by neutrals. 

1 ift day of November, 1 804. 

WHEREAS by a .refolution of Council, 
bearing date the 17th day of July, 1800, 
his Honor the Lieutenant Governor was 
advifed to recommend to the feveral Offi- 
cers of his Majefhy's Cuftoms, at the feve- 
ral ports of this ifland, to permit the free 
importation of fheep, hogs, poultry, fmall 
live Jock of all kinds, and all forts of fruit, 
falted and all other provifions • and lumber 
of every defcription, as well in Britiih as 
in all other veffels belonging to neutral 

B 
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and other ftates, in amity with Great Bri- 
tain, from the day of the date thereof, un- 
til the 31ft day of December next enfuing, 
and until fix months notice fhmild be given 
to the contrary, upon the like terms, charg- 
es, and conditions, and fubject to the fame 
rules, regulations, vifitations, and fearches, 
as are obferved with refpecf to Britifh veffels 
importing provifions to this ifland : And 
whereas permiffion was alfo granted to all 
neutral veffels importing the above articles, 
under the authority of the above refolution, 
to export rum and molaffes from any port 
or ports, place or places, of this iiland, upon 
the like terms, ftipulations, charges, and 
conditions, as are obferved with refpect to 
the Britifh veffels in the like cafes. 

Refolved, That his Honor be advifed to 
fignify to the principal Officers of his Ma- 
jefty's Cuftoms, at the feveral ports of this 
ifland, that from and after the expiration 
of fix months, to be computed from the 
prefent date, the faid refolution of Council 
of the 17th of July, r8oo, is to be no lon- 
ger confidered in force. 

M. Atkinson, CI. Cone. 
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No. IL 

The Reprefentation and Petition of certain 
Inhabitants of the city and pari fid of- Kingston* 
to his Honor the Lieutenant Governor, concern- 
ing the importation of certain articles of provi- 
fions and lumber, in American bottoms.. 



To his Honor George Nugent, Eft. Lieute- 
nant Governor, and Commander in Chief in 
and over his Majejly s if and of "Jamaica, 
and the territories thereon depending in 
America, Chancellor and Vice Admiral of the 
fame. 
The Reprefentation and Petition of the under- 
figned Inhabitants of the City and Parifh of 
Kingston. 

Sheweth, 
'< That there exifts at prefent in this city 
and in the ifland at large,* an alarming fear- 
city of provifions of all kinds, and of the 
neceiTary articles of lumber. The quantity 
now on hands in this city, and the probable 
time for which it may fuffice, being repre- 
fented by the fchedule hereunto annexed. 

* This and other allegations contained in this paper, 
are difproved in No. IV. and X. 

B2 
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(t That the fufpenfion of our late inter- 
courfe with the United States of North Ame- 
rica, muft render a further fupply of the 
above mentioned necefTary articles very 
fcanty and precarious; it having been 
abundantly proved by upwards of twenty 
years experience, that the Britifh colonies 
are altogether inadequate to fupply our 
wants,* and in time of war, fupplies in Bri- 
tifh bottoms from the United States, cannot 
in any manner be relied upon. 

-' That accounts from the country pre- 
fent a {till more alarming flate of things, 
there being in many parifhes not a fingle 
barrel of flour, meal, or bufhel of grain, for 
fale.f That the evils reprefented to your 
Honor by the addrefs of the Honorable 
Houfe of Aflembly on the 20th of April laft, 
not only exift in their full effect, but have 
materially increafed fmce that period. 

«.* That it will be abfolutely impomble to 
prepare packages for the tranfportation of 
the produce of the ifland, unlefs a fupplv of 

* The capability of the Britifh Colonies in North Ame- 
rica and Newfoundland, to fupply the Britifh Weft In- 
dies with dried Cod Fifh, cannot be controverted. 

f See Nos. IV. and X. on this point. 
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lumber* mall be alfo admitted from the faid 
United States, and without which the crops 
muft neceilarily periih on the ground. 

" That your petitioners are ferioufly ap- 
prehensive, that unlefs they fhall be per- 
mitted to be fupplied from the United States 
in American bottoms, abfolute famine mull 
be the confeqtience. 

" Your Petitioners therefore humbly pray 
that your Honor will take thefe circum- 
flances into your consideration, and grant 
fuch relief as the nature of ths cafe re- 
quires." 

N. B. The fchedide has not been tranfmitted 
to Ireland. 



No. III. 

ANSWER 

Of his Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 

Gentlemen, 
I have taken into due consideration your 
reprefentation of the fcarcity of provifions 
and lumber in the city and parifh of King- 
flon, and your petition to be permitted to 
be fupplied with the neceffary articles from 
the United States in American bottoms, to- 
gether with the flatement of the Committee 

* The free importation of lumber, is not oppofed by 
the Britifh intereft. 
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'eatrafted to take an account of all the pro- 
vifions and lumber for fale in Kingfton : In 
eonfecpience of which, and the reprefenta- 
tions from various other pariihes in the 
ifland, I have determined, as a cafe of real 
and urgent necefhty, to iffue my proclama- 
tion, to authorife the importation of lum- 
ber of every defcription, and of certain ar- 
ticles of provifions, for fix months from 
this date,* in American bottoms, from the 
United States, and the exportation of rum 
and-molaffes in return. 

The Inhabitants of the city and • 
pari/h of Kingston. 



No. IV. 
Remonfrance againjl the free importation 
from the United States of America, of certain 
articles ofprovifons, which the Britijh domi- 
nions can fully fupply. 

2o his Honor Lieut enant-Gcneral George Nu- 
gent, Lieutenant-Governor and Comman- 
der-in-Chief &c. &t. 

The Memorial of the underfgned, a portion of 

the Merchants of this city, in behalf of them - 

* N. B. The date of his Excellency's Anfwef is not 
mentioned in the copy tranfmitted, but it appears from 
a fttbfequent proclamation, to have been dated the 20th 
ef May, 1S04. 
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[elves and their Conjlituents, in the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
in the Briti/h American Colonies. 

Who beg leave to ftate, that in the event 
of the order of your Honor and Council, of 
the 2 1 ft of November laft, being refcinded, 
and the ports again laid open to the free im- 
portation from the United States, in Ameri- 
can bottoms, of the articles of falted beef 
pork y butter, dry and pickled f/h, it 'will prove 
extremely prejudicial to your Memoriali/ls Con- 
Jlituents, as well as to the Irijh provijion Merch- 
ants and Gra%iers in general, and the Briti/h 
American Fi/heries, who have it amply in their 
power tofurnijh this, and the other Briti/h de- 
pendencies in the Wejl Indies, with the mojl 
abundant fupplies of thefe neceffary articles of 
life, and at moderate prices, if properly encou- 
raged, and frm ajfurance given, that they will 
not have to contend with a rival nation, whofe 
mercantile fpeculations are feldom governed by 
any fxed rules 

That there does not appear to your Me*- 
morialifts, to be any necemty for refcinding 
faid order, there being no fcarcity of thefe 
articles, andconiiderable fupplies being daily 
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expected to arrive. Indeed, fo overftocked 
is the market with the above mentioned 
• fpecies of provisions, that fales cannot be 
effected of them at coft and charges ; and 
it is alfo a melancholy facl, which cannot 
be controverted, that many refpedable Iriih 
houfes have recently become bankrupts, in 
confequence of lories fuflained by them in 
their Shipments of thefe articles to the Weft 
Indies. 

Your Memorialifts beg leave further to 
ftate, from the authority of their corref- 
pondents, that reprefentations have of late 
been tranfmitted to his Majefty's Miniflers 
from the cities of Dublin, Cork, Waterford 
limerick, Newry, and Belfaft,ftating, that in 
cafe of the ports of the Britifli Weft Indies 
being again opened, the importation of the 
articles herein enumerated, fhould not be 
admitted in neutral bottoms ; but the refult 
was not made public at the time of the fail- 
ing of the laft packet. 

Your Memorialfts therefore pray, that 
your Honor will take thefe matters into your 
confideration, and ad therein, as to your 
judgment mall feem meet. 

(Signed) 
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(Signed) 

Henry, Weft, & Co. 
Shaw, Inglis, & Mills, 
James Amofs, 
N. Williamfon, 
Smith, Huie, & Co. 
Jofeph Donnell, 
H. Ewing, 
A. M'Culloch, 
J. Haggart, 
Thomas Gliffbn, 
M'Caa & Walker, 
Crofman, Harris, & Co 
Thomas Cuming, 
James Keene, 
Rofs & Caldwell, 
James Harnett, 
W. Harrington, 
W. Carter, 
Jofeph Longmore, 
J. Jones, 
James Howie, 
Munro & Hance, 
Moffat & Alexander, 
Thomas Ufher, & Co. 
Robert Murray, 



Auchie, Miller, & Co. 
H.Wardle,Bieafe,&Co. 
G. Hindmarfh, & Co. 
Wm. Hofeafon, 
Edward Cowell, 
A. Holt, 
John Fox, 

Alex. M'Bean, & Co. 
Arch. Currie, 
Don. Campbell, 
Stewart & Wood, 
John Weft & Co. 
Burrowes & Fowles, 
Purcell & Parcifico, 
Knox & Herdman, 
Nathan Herdman, 
Hamilton & Collier, 
John Grant/ 
Jofeph Aguilar, jun.. 
Benj. Dias Fernandes, 
Rebeiro, Son, & Co. 
Alex. Brodie, 
Wm. Bryan, 
Ewing, Ritchie, & Co. 
Ferguffon & Co. 
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No. V. 
ANSWER, 

Of his Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 

King s-Honfe^ May 19, 18055 

Gentlemen, 

I have paid due attention to the fubjecl: 
of your memorial, and have determined in 
liming my proclamation, to permit the im- 
portation of lumber and provifions in Ame- 
rican bottoms, from the United States, to 
limit the latter to certain articles of provi- 
fions therein enumerated, which are fo 
much required in Jamaica, and which will 
not interfere with fuch articles as are im- 
ported into the ifland from Great Britain and 
Ireland^ 

G. NUGENT. 
Merchants of Kingston, £sV, &f>. 

* This is the fair line of diftinftion. 
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No. vr. 

JAMAICA, S.S. 

Proclamation permitting the free importation 
of materials for Bread, and other vegetable pro- 
ductions as enumerated, and lumber, but con- 
tinuing the refriclion in general terms, as to 
falted provifions and other articles not enume- 
rated. 

By his Honor George Nugent, Efq. Lieu- 
tenajit-Governor and Commander in Chief of 
his Majeflys if and of Jamaica, and the 
territories thereon depending in America, 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas it appears, by the memorial and 
returns from fundry parifhes, that there is 
at prefent a very general fcarcity through- 
out the hland, of American provifions and 
lumber, and that a real and urgent neceffity 
exifls for my exercifing the difcretionary 
power veiled in me by his Majefty, rela- 
tive to the intercourfe between this colony 
and the United States of America : I do 

C2 
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therefore iffue this my Proclamation, per- 
mitting for the fpace of fix months, to be 
computed from this date, the free importa- 
tion of four, com, corn-meal, breqd, rice, 
peas, beans, and lumber of every defcrip- 
tion, in veffels belonging to neutral and 
other Hates in amity with. Great Britain, 
upon the like terms, charges, and conditi- 
ons, and fubjecl to the fame rules, regula- 
tions, vifitations, and fearches, as are ob- 
ferved with refpect to Britifh veffels in the 
like cafes. 

And I do hereby alfo permit all veffels 
importing the foregoing articles, under the 
authority of this proclamation, to export 
from hence rum and molaffes, from any 
port or ports, place or places, of this ifland, 
upon the like terms, flipulations, charges, 
and conditions, as are obferved with ref- 
pect to Britifh veffels in the like cafes. And 
in cafe any perfon or perfons importing pro- 
vifions or lumber to this ifland, under the 
authority of this proclamation, fhall at- 
tempt to introduce any other articles than 
are therein particularly enumerated, meafures 
will be immediately adopted for the for~ 
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feiture of the fhip or veffel and cargo, fo 
contravening the laws of navigation. 

Given under my hand and feal at arms, at 
St. Jago de la Vega, this 20th day of 
May, in the year of our Lord, 1805, 
and of his Majefty's reign the 45th. 

G. NUGENT. 

By his Honor's command, 

HughCathcaut, Sec. 



No. VIL 

J A MAICA. 

Reprefentahon of the Affembly of Jamaica, on 
the prohibition againft importing fated Pro- 
vifi 'oris from the United States of America. 

To his Honor Lieutenant General Nugent, 
Lieutenant Governor, £sV. 

>■ 

SlIEWETH, 

That after the applications made to your 
Honor by the Houfe, and by the inhabi- 
tants at large, affembled in their refpedive 
pariihes, nothing but a fenfe of duty, the 
moft imperious, and our confidence in your 
Honor's wifhes to relieve the diftreffes of 
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die country* could have induced the Houfe 
again to call your Honor's attention to the 
interdiction of a fupply of faked provifions 
from the United States of America. 

It is matter of public notoriety, that the 
herring fifhery on the coaft of the United 
kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, fail- 
ed for the two laft feafonsjf and that the in- 
ternal troubles had occafioned a fcarcity of 
cattle in Ireland; J although the price was 
exhorbitant in moft cafes, one third of the 
quantity of filh for which orders were fent 
from this ifland could not be procured, in 
many instances no part of it;§ a great pro- 
portion of this expected importation, in- 
tended chiefly for the larger eftates was loft 
in a fleet wrecked on the coaft of Portugal, 

* See No. X. page 28. 

f It is in favour of the Britifh American Colonies, that 
the exclufive privilege of fupplying the Britifh Weft Indies 
yith dried Cod and other filh is fought, under favour of 
which there is no doubt, but that, the Britifh European 
fifheries would revive. 

t This aflertion is proved to be grofsly erroneous by the 
late very extenfiVe navy contract: for Irifh falted beef and 
pork, at unufually low prices, and the conftari't export of 
live cattle from Ireland. 

§ Britifh America and Newfoundland, would have am- 
ply fupplied the deficiency. 









Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



[ *5 ] 

and little or none was brought to the illand 
for fale, the only means by which the fmal- 
ler fettlers procure this important article. 
At the proclamation of martial law, the 
country did not contain one tenth part of 
the faked fifh which was ufually to be found 
at the fame feafon of the year ; and had the 
inhabitants with their negroes, been oblig- 
ed to retire from the fea coaft, and concen- 
trate themfelves in the interior, the wants 
and clamours of the latter might have pro- 
duced confequences moft fatal to our fafe- 
ty* 

The meafures purfued by his Majefty's 
Minifter's, prohibiting the importation of 
animal food, would have been a more pow- 
erful aid to the enemy, than additional ar- 
mies and fquadrons, and, in a fimilar emer- 
gency, may occafion the lofs of this coun- 
try, in defpite of the energy and exertions 
of the army and inhabitants. 

Should no fuch important crilis occur, 
the greatefl calamity will be brought upon 
our flaves by a total want of one of the firft 
neceffaries of life. About 100,000 barrels 
of faked fifh, and a confiderable quantity 

* See No. X. pages 28 and 32, on tlais point. ■ 
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of beef and pork,* are required for their an- 
nual confumption. Whilft our fituation 
was fucli as has been flated, calling for an 
immediate importation of upwards of 8000 
barrels monthly, f not one has arrived from 
Great Britain or Ireland, fince the 2 1 ft of 
May, and from the Britiih colonies in Ame- 
rica, Only one veffel has entered in the port 
of Kingfton, with 105 hogfheads of faked 
cod, and 1 14 barrels of other nfh. $ 

Salted provifions are the chief corrective 
of the vegetable diet of the negroes, and a 
want of them inevitably brings on dyfen- 
tries, and diforders of that clafs, which 
whenever prevalent, never fail to carry off 
great numbers. 

By being deprived of what they know to 
be abfolutely neceffary, and have been ac- 
cuftomed to confider their right, difcon- 
tents are excited, and there have already 
been inftances of gangs of negroes leaving 
the plantations to complain to the civil Ma- 

* Beef and Pork do not conftitute any part of the food 
of the negroes. 

f The Affembly do not mean faked beef, pork, or butter. 

% The anfwer to thefe obfervations is, give the Bri- 
tiih Colonies in North America and Newfoundland, the 
benefit of a fair and conftant preference, as they cannot 
embark in an extenfive trade upon uncertain grounds.-— 
See No. X. 
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giftrate of the ufual allowance being with- 
held ; unable to comprehend a political ne- 
cemty fo fatal in its confequence, they at- 
tribute the deprivation to the avarice and 
unkindnefs of their owners ; and thofe ha- 
bits of refpect and affection of fuch impor- 
ance in the government of the flave, and to 
the happinefs of his mailer, are rudely torn 
afunder by the very men who accufe the 
inhabitants of not cultivating them with 
due care, and have inftructed your Honor 
to inftitute inquiries, whether {brief atten- 
tion has been paid to the law which re- 
quires giving the food we are prevented 
from procuring.* 

The poorer free inhabitants are no lefs 
injured and opprefled by the regulations 
complained of. Already frefh beef, and 
other animal food, have been advanced one 
third in price. — To the opulent this may 
be of little confequence, but the poor man, 
fupporting himfelf and a family by daily 
labour, is obliged to abridge a meal which 
before was not abundant. The cofl of frefh. 

* The AfTembly can not mean any of the articles of 
provifions in the fupply of which Ireland claims a pre- 
ference, as they are not confumed by the negroes. 

D 
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beef for the navy and army, has augmented 
in the fame proportion. Amongft the mil- 
lions by which the ftatefmen of the mother 
country reckon her expenditure, this may 
be little regarded, but, in our unfortunate 
Situation, with a revenue unequal to the 
claims upon it, fuch an addition to the ex- 
pence of fubfifting the troops is a feriou.s 
evil. Within a very fhort period, the coft 
of the rations allowed has been trebled, and 
it cannot be doubted that a perfeverance in 
the meafures lately adopted, muft accelerate 
the period when this burthen vail become 
infupportable.* 

It would be eafy to enlarge on the evils 
which we have thought it fufEcient to hint 
at; the proofs of the facts are ready ; the 
confequence cannot be denied ; and we truft 
that your Honor will apply the remedy 
before it be too late, by iffuing a procla- 
mation, giving permiffion to carry on the 
intercourfe as conducted previous to the 
2 1 ft of May laft. 

la fimilar fituations the mother country 
opens her ports to all the world, and invites 
fubfiftence on any terms ; fhe has even ref- 

* See No. X. page 333 where thefe aflertions are de- 
nied. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



[ *9 ] 

peeled an enemy under the preffure of fa- 
mine, and permitted food to enter the ports 
of Spain during the prefent war. 

We only requeft to be furnilhed with 
what fhe cannot give:* Our commerce we 
fubmit to her regulations ; but, in fram- 
ing them, we muft be permitted to hope 
that the comfortable fubfiftance of all the 
lower orders of the community, and the 
lives of our ilaves, will not be facrificed on 
the interefted mifreprefentations, and for 
the advantage of felfifh individuals, who 
look only to the profits of their fpeculations, 
without regard to their effecl; on the gene- 
ral intereft.f 

No. VIII. 
ANSWER, 
Of his Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 
" Mr. Speaker, and GerHlemen of the 
AJfembly. 
" In confequence of the meafures which 
were taken during the late martial law, for 

* On this principle the papers No. IV. and No. X. are 
formed. 

-j-This reflection is as unfounded as the premifes on 

which it ftands. . 

D2 
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the fecurity of Jamaica, all neutral vefTels 
have been, by my directions, admitted to 
an entry at the feveral Cuftom-Houfes in 
the ifland, although they may have con- 
tained falted provi/ions, prohibited by my 
proclamation of the 20th of May laft. The 
arrival of the Cork fleet, which is daily ex- 
pected, will, I trull, tend eflentially to 
quiet the apprehensions you entertain of a 
fcarcity of thofe articles, fo necefTary for 
the fupport of the poorer claffes of the in- 
habitants of the ifland, as well as to correcl: 
the vegetable diet of the negroes." 

ST. JAGO DE LA VEGA, July 13. 
In confequence of his Honor the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor having again declined to open the ports of this ifland, 
for the importatiou of falted proviftons from the United 
States of America, or to liften to the ftrong and pointed 
reprefentation of the Aflembly, the houfe was yefterday 
cleared of ftrangers, and the 'doors fhut, with the view, 
it was generally believed, of entering into fome further 
refolutions on the fubjeft. — In a few minutes, however, 
The Provoft-Marfhal made his appearance, touched the 
door with his magic wand, which inftantly flew open, 
he entered and commanded the attendance of the houfe 
in the Council Chamber. The mandate was immediately 
obeyed, when his Honor gave his affent to the Commif- 
fioners, Falmouth Police, and Indemnity Bills, and pro- 
rogued the Houfe. 
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No. IX. 

Proclamation permitting the free importion of 
live flock, fruit andjifh, in addition to ma- 
terials for bread and pidfe. 

JAMAICA, 

By his Honor George ■ Nugent, Efq. Lieute- 
)ia?it Governor and Commander in Chief in 
and over this his Majefys if and of Jamaica, 
and other the territories thereon depending in 
Vlmerica, Chancellor and Vice-Admiral of 
the fame. 

A PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas I have thought fit, by my pro- 
clamation, bearing date the 20th day of 
May laft, to permit, for the fpace of fix 
months, to be computed from the date 
thereof, the free importation of flour, corn, 
corn-meal, bread, rice, peas, beans, and 
lumber of every defcription, in vefiels be- 
longing to neutral and other Hates, in ami- 
ty with Great Britain, upon the like terms, 
charges, and conditions, and fubjecl: to the 
fame rules, regulations, vifitations, and 
fearches, as are obierved with refpect to 
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Britilh veffels in the like cafes : And where- 
as the general fcarcity of provisions which 
prevails throughout the ifland, and the exi- 
gency of the cafe requires, that certain other 
articles and things, not enumerated in my 
faid proclamation of the 20th of May, 
fhould be allowed to be imported for a li- 
niitted period : I do now therefore iffue this 
niy proclamation, permitting, until the 3 1 ft 
day of December next, the free importation 
of ficep, hogs, poultry, fmall live Jlock of 
all kinds, fruit, and all forts of ffh, four, 
corn., corn-meal, bread, rice, peas, beans and 
dumber of every defcription, in veffels be- 
longing to neutral and other ftatcs in 
amity with Great Britain, upon the like 
terms, charges, and conditions, and fub- 
jecl to the fame rules, regulations, vifitati- 
ons, and fearches, as are obferved with 
refpecl to Britifh vefTels in the like cafes : 
And I do hereby alfo permit all veffels im- 
porting the foregoing articles, under the 
authority of this proclamation, to export 
from hence rum and molaffes, from any 
port or ports, place or places, of this ifland, 
upon the like terms, ftipulations, charges, 
and conditions, as are obferved with refpecl;" 
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to Britifla veffels in the like cafes :— And in. 
cafe any perfon or perfons, importing pro- 
vifions or lumber to this ifland, under the 
atithority of this proclamation, Jhall attempt 
to introduce any other articles than are here- 
in particularly enumerated, meafures will 
be immediately adopted for the forfeiture 
of the fhip or veffel and cargo, fo contra- 
vening the laws of navigation. 

Given under my hand and feal at arms, 
at St. Jago de la Vega, this 23d day of 
July, in the year of our Lord 1805, 
and of his Majefty's reign the 45th, 
G. NUGENT. 
By his Honor's command, 

H. Cathcart, Sec, 
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No. X. 

Remonflrance of the Merchants of Kingston 
againfl the free importation of fait ed Beef 
Pork, Butter, dried and pickled Fi/1>, from 
any other country than the Britifh Dominions. 

To his Honor George Nugent, Efq. Lieute- 
nant Governor and Commander in Chief in 
and over the if and of Jamaica, and the ter- 
ritories thereon depending in America, &c. 

The Memorial of the underfgned Merchants of 
Kingston. 

May it please your Honor, 

When upon a former occafion, we had 
the honor of addrefTing you on the fub- 
ject of the intercourfe between this illand 
and the United States of America, we 
Hated, from a conviction imprelTed upon 
our minds, from the bell fources of in- 
formation in our power, to obtain, that 
found policy dictated that their veffels 
mould be interdicted from introducing 
into our colonies either falted provifons-, 
dried or pickled ff, as the mother country 
and her dependencies in America, are 
amply competent to furnifh us with ade- 
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quate fupplies of thofe articles, and at mo- 
derate prices, if proper ajfurances were held 
out to them^ thai they Jhould have no rival neu- 
trals to contend with. 

That by your Honors Proclamation bear- 
ing date the 20th day of May kit, regulat- 
ing the faid intercourfe for the fpace of fix 
months, and enumerating the articles per- 
mitted to be imported in neutral bottoms, 
We found thofe above mentioned* not of 
the number enumerated. 

We therefore did not expect, fo foon to 
be compelled to trouble you with any fur- 
ther remarks relative thereto. We how- 
ever reluctant, find ourfelves obliged to 
come forward in confequence of certain 
reprefentations made to your Honor by 
the honorable theHoufe of AfTembly, under 
date of the tenth of July lafl ; contain- 
ing obfervations, reafonings, and con- 
clusions in which we can by no means 
acquiefee. They appear to let out upon 
the general principle, that the very exift- 
ence of the colony depends upon a free 

* That is falted beef, pork, butter, and fifli, which, 
therefore remained prohibited. 
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importation from the United States of 
America, in their veffels, of faked pro- 
vifions and fifh ; that the Mother Country, 
and her remaining American colonies are 
unequal and unable to furnifh the fupplies 
wanted ; that an alarming fcarcity exifted 
from the lofs of the Cork convoy under 
the Apollo frigate ; and the failure of the 
Herring Fifheries on the coafbs of Ireland 
and Scotland ; that from the twentieth 
of May, to the tenth of July, only one 
folitary arrival from Britifh America, is 
entered at the Cuftomhoufe here ; and fur- 
ther, that in the fame ihort fpace the in- 
terdiction of the importation of faked beef 
from America, had raifed the price of 
frefh beef from one milling and three 
pence, to one milling and eight pence 
per pound ; and laftly, they hope that the 
comfortable fubhftence of all the lower 
orders of the community, and the lives 
of their Haves, will not be facrificed on 
the interefled mifreprefentations, and for 
the advantage of felfifh individuals, who 
look only to the profits of their fpecu- 
lations, without regard to their erTecl; on 
the general intereft. 
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To the frrfl afTertion we can only repeat 
what we have already ftated in the early 
part of this addrefs, that we Hill continue 
to have the fulleft conviction upon our own 
minds, derived from the belt fources of in- 
formation in our power to obtain, that 
the United Kingdom, and her remaining Ame- 
. rican colonies have the means amply in their 
power of f applying the whole of the Britifh 
Wef '-Indies with falted provi/ions, dried and 
pickled ' fijt b, in the great ejl abundance, and at 
fair prices, if the veffels of the United States 
of America, fhall be wholly excluded from im- 
porting thefe articles, and of which our own do- 
minions and colonies only want an equitable triaj 
to be extended to them for a reafonable time^ 
to prove their capability of performing what we 
here affert in their behalf; if on trial they fail, 
we fhall no longer advocate their caufe. 

That we deem it important to the gene- 
ral intereft of the empire, to have the ex- 
periment tried ; and that we conceive that 
the trade with the United States in their 
veffels, ought to be no further encouraged 
than neceffity requires, as it operates very 
much to the prejudice of the colonies in ge- 

E 2 
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neral, the greater proportion of the returns of 
their proceeds, being carried away infpecie. 

I'hat we do not confider it good policy to make 
cuff elves dependent upon foreigners for faple 
articles of life, when by proper regulations we 
can befupplied by fellow fubjeSls. 

That it would be no more than, an a£t 
of common juftice to the fettlers of Nova 
Scotia and New Brunfwick, many of 
whom are American loyalifts, who have 
made important facrifices through their at- 
tachment to their King and Country, to 
give every preference to their produces, and 
to ufe every means to promote their views 
and intereft, if they can fupply us with the 
whole or any part of thofe articles necefTary 
for our fubfiftence, on nearly the fame 
terms as their late American fellow fub- 
jects. 

That in refpect to the alledged alarming 
and general fcarcity, we anfwer, that fo far 
as relates to falted provifions, at the time thefe 
reprefentations were made, long prior thereto, 
and up to the prefent day the Kingston market 
wasfeldom, or perhaps never, more plentifully 
fupplied. The prices have been extremely 
low, and fales unufually dull, as many of 
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the holders and fhippers can with propriety 
verify, having latterly fuftained heavy lofTes 
in the fale of thefe particular articles ; nor 
is there any fcarcity to be apprehended 
from the want of cattle in Ireland, for we 
are warranted in aiTerting that they now 
abound there in the greateft plenty.* The 
unfortunate fate of a part of the Cork fleet, 
under convoy of the Apollo Frigate about 
1 8 months ago, and the confequent lofs of 
lives and property, no clafs of men more 
fincerely deplore than we do; but how this 
circumftance can be afhgned as one of the 
caufes of our prefent real or pretended 
fcarcity, is to us mcomprehenfible. In our 
mode of reafoning, it would appear that 
had thefe fupplies arrived in their due 
courfe, they would have long iince been 
confumed, or if not confumed, would 
have been rendered in a great degree un- 
ferviceable, from the great length of time 
they would have lain in a warm climate. 
That the Herring Fifheries on the coafts of 
Scotland and Ireland have of late years 

* This fa£t is proved by the late very extenfive contract 
for the fupply of the navy with Irifh falted beef and pork, 
at very low prices, and the conftant export of live cattle 
from Ireland. 
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confkterably fallen off, and alfo that a 
Jmall proportion of the orders from this 
country for that article have been executed, 
We readily admit ; fo here in two important 
points we are perfectly agreed, although our 
eonelufions may be very different. Have the 
ferneries on the fhores of Britilh America 
failed \ We anfwer No. Have thofe perfons 
who have been difappointed in their fup- 
plies from the Mother Country, taken any 
fleps to procure them, through the medium 
©f any other channel I We prefume not, as 
they do not pretend to tell us fo. Have they 
lent any orders to Nova Scotia, &c where 
fueh orders would and could have been exe- 
cuted with avidity, (for the fame credit 
that can procure them from Great Britain, 
could furely do fo from any other part 
of her dominions), and at much lower 
prices than they have latterly been fur- 
nifhed at from home ? But this we alfo 
prefume we may anfwer in the negative ; 
having never learned of any manner of 
exertion on the part of the Planters, to re- 
place the fupplies of Fiih heretofore regu- 
larly imported from the Mother Country, 
but which of late years fire could not am- 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



[ 3i 1 

ply furnifh, otherwife than by placing al- 
ffloft their fole dependence for fuch articles 
on the uncertain arrivals from the United 
States, who have not of late, and for fome 
months antecedent to the interdiction,, 
flocked in upon them fo profufely as here- 
tofore. Hence it appears that if the com- 
fortable fubfiftence of the lower orders of 
the community, and the lives of their 
flaves, have been at all put in jeopardy, 
(which we think has been fufficiently dis- 
proved), it is chargeable to their own ne- 
gligence altogether, and cannot in any way 
be attributed to the meafures adopted by 
the Government. Befides, has any fcarcitj 
really exijled, and does famine, with all its 
direful confequences, ftare us in the face ? 
We muft be again permitted to anfwer in 
the negative. 

The fact of there being no want of 
faked provisions, we hope that we have fa- 
tisfactorily proved, and as to the article of 
Fifh, we mail ftate what has come un- 
der our own obfervation in this market, 
as being more immediately within our 
view. We have known during the con- 
tinuance of laft Martial Law, and at a 
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time when the mot alarming fearcity was 
faid to have prevailed; that there was 
publicly fold, after due notice in the daily 
prints, no inconfiderable quantity of Ame- 
rican Herrings, at the reduced rate of 
twenty-five millings currency per barrel. 
Does this look as if there was the leafl; 
dread of famine ! furely not, being hardly 
the original cofl at the port ofjhipmerit in the 
United States, where every kind of provi- 
fions abound in the greateft plenty. Great 
ftrefs appears to be laid upon the one fo- 
Htary arrival from Britifh America, from 
the twentieth of May, to the tenth of 
July, from which it is prefumed, an 
inference is meant to be drawn that our 
colonifts are totally inadequate, or unable 
to fupply our neceflary wants. But is 
this by any means a fair conclulion ? Was 
there time from the date of the Proclama- 
tion to fend notice, that our markets for Fijh 
■would be open to Britons only ; and for the 
receipt of cargoes f dipped on fuch notice} — 
By no means : double the time was barely 

fufficient. -Befides, we do not confider 

that this alledged delay mould operate 
againft them in the fmaileft degree, and 
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for this obvious reafon, that it was not 
a feafon of the year when we had a right 
to expec"t fuch arrivals, for we wifli it to be 
underftood, that they have their Tegular fea- 
fons for catching and curing fifh in the 
fame manner as the different branches of 
agriculture or commerce, have here or in 
any other part of the world. 

The reprefenations of the Honorable the 
Houfe of Affembly go on further to ftate, 
that the interdiction of faked beef from 
America, has already raifed frem beef here, 
from one milling and three pence, to one 
Grilling and eight pence per pound ; but by 
what mode of argument they may be able 
to make this out, it is difficult for us to 
forefee; fmce the date of the proclamation, 
there has fcarcely been a perceptable rife 
in Irifh faked beef. The very beft prime 
planters mefs beef, may now be bought by 
fmgle barrel, or half barrel, at the rate of 
one milling per pound, and inferior qua- 
lities proportionably low, That the price of 
frem beef lhould ftart five pence per pound 
all at once, whilft the price of faked beef 
has remained itationary, muft we conceive 

■F 
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have arifen from caufes, different from 
thofe affigiied by the Honorable the Haufe 
of AfTembly ; but which it is not our pro- 
Tince to divine. 

Their remaining animadverfions on this 
topic, as they do not appertain to us, or any 
thing we have faid or written, we mail leave 
to wifer heads, and abler hands to com- 
ment upon. Their very liberal and com- 
plimentary concluding paragraph, copied 
verbatim in a former part of this Addrefs, 
we fhall pafs over in filence, leaving it to 
the deciiion of thofe whofe minds may 
be unfettered with local prejudices, to fay 
to whom the appelations therein contain- 
ed will moil fitly apply. 

Having thus fubmitted to your Honor 
our obfervations on the reprefentations of 
the Honorable the Houfe of AfTembly ^ 
with the freedom and franknefs of Britons, 
and we, flatter ourfelves, with every due 
refpecl, we hope and truft your Honor, 
will take the fame into your confideration, 
and at fome convenient period, favour us 
with a reply; we fhall only obtrude on 
your Honor, this further remark, that 
fliould it ever happen, that this, or any of 
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our filter iflands fliall be vifited with any 
fuch calamity, as the faid reprefentations 
feem fo much to dread, (and which may 
Heaven for ever avert) we conceive it 
more likely to arife from the perpetual ap- 
plications of Weft India Affemblies to their 
refpective Governors, to difpenfe with fome 
one or other of the regulations prefcribed 
by his Majefty's Minifters, than from any 
other caufe whatfoever; becaufe neutral vef- 
fels will not venture to come amongft us, 
from an apprehenfion of the ports being 
fliut againft them ; and on the other hand, 
we are not likely to obtain plentiful fup r 
plies either from the Mother Country, or 
from our North American Colonies; nor 
can it be expected that our merchants will 
turn their whole energy and attention to 
that defirable end, whilft the moft diftant 
profpecl exifts of the trade being again 
opened. 

Kingston, $ift Angujl, 1805. 

(Signed) 
Henry, Weil, & Co. H.Wardle,Bleafe,& Co. 



Shaw, Inglis, & Mills, 
James Amofs, 
N. Wiiliamfon, 



G. Hindmarfh, & Co. 
Win, Hofeafon, 
Edward Cowell, 
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Smith, Huie, & Co. 
Jofeph Donnell, 
H. Ewing, 
A. M'Culloch, 
J. Haggart, 
Thomas Gliffon, 
M'Caa & Walker, 
Crofman, Harris, & Co 
Thomas Cuming, 
James Keene, 
Rofs & Caldwell, ■ 
James Harnett, 
W. Harrington, 
W. Carter, 
Jofeph Longmore, 
J. Jones, ■ 
James Howie, 
Munro & Hance, 
Moffat & Alexander, 
Thomas Ulher, & Co. 
Robert Murray, 
Auchie, Miller, & Co. 



Alex. M'Bean, & Co. 
Arch. Currie, 
Stewart & Wood, 
John Weft & Co. 
Eurrowes & Fovvles, 
Purcell & Parcifico, 
Knox & Herdman, 
.Nathan Herdman, 
Hamilton & Collier, 
John Grant, 
Jofeph Aguilar, jun. 
Benj. Dias Fernandes, 
Rebeiro, Son, & Co. 
Alex. Brodie, 
Wm. Bryan, 
Evving, Ritchie, & Co. 
Ferguffon & Co. 
Jofeph Afkwith, & Co. 
James Orr, 
John Howlett, 
Robert Graham. 
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